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Inspection of religious education (RE) and collective worship 

33.The Secretary of State designates certain schools as having a religious character.24 In schools 
without a religious character, Ofsted inspects RE and collective worship as part of inspections under 
section 5 of the Education Act 2005. This is different in schools with a religious character. In these 
schools, denominational education and collective worship are inspected by a body appointed by the 
maintained school’s governing body under section 48 of the Education Act 2005 or as provided in the 
academy’s funding agreement. 25 

34. If a school has been designated as having a religious character, Ofsted is not able to comment on 
the content of collective worship or on denominational RE. Inspectors may, however, gather evidence 
from anywhere relevant (including RE lessons and assemblies) to evaluate pupils’ spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural education, personal development and/or behaviour and attitudes. The fact that the 
school has been designated as having a religious character must be referenced in the ‘Information 
about this school’ section of the inspection report. 

35.Section 48 inspections (or the equivalent inspection of an academy) are carried out every three to 
five years 26 (and usually within two to three years of a new voluntary-aided school or academy/free 
school opening). Ofsted’s lead inspector will check the section 48 arrangements, including when the 
next inspection is due, and will write about this in the ‘Leadership and management’ section of the 
inspection report. They will ensure that the required consultation has taken place with the prescribed 
faith body when a school has a prescribed faith body, and decides not to use that body’s inspection 
service but appoint its own inspector. 

36.Inspectors will familiarise themselves with any issues raised in any section 48 inspection (or 
equivalent) held since the last Ofsted inspection. Inspectors will not, however, use that evidence in an 
Ofsted inspection. 27 The lead inspector will report if the section 48 inspection (or equivalent inspection 
of an academy) is overdue and that, therefore, the school is failing in its statutory duty. They will do 
this in the ‘Leadership and management’ section of the inspection report. 

37.If a section 48 inspection (or equivalent inspection of an academy) happens at the same time as an 
Ofsted section 5 inspection, inspectors will mention this in the ‘Information about this school’ section. 24 
A school with religious character – often called a faith school – is designated under section 69(3) of the 
School Standards and Framework Act 1998; 
24 www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/31/contents. In a faith school, pupils are educated in the context 
of the principle of a religion. It is normal for there to be a formal link with a religious organisation. 
25 Regulation 9 of The Education (School Inspection) (England) Regulations 2005: 
www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2005/2038/regulation/9/made. 
26 Regulation 4 of The Education (School Inspection) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2009: 
www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2009/1564/made. 
27 Protocol between Ofsted and signatory faith group inspectorates.
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Curriculum flexibility 

158. The curriculum sets out the aims of a programme of education. It also sets out the structure for 
those aims to be implemented, including the knowledge, skills and understanding to be gained at each 
stage. It enables the evaluation of pupils’ knowledge and understanding against those expectations. 

159. All pupils in maintained schools are expected to study the national curriculum subjects, religious 
education and age-appropriate sex education. 58 Academies are expected to offer all pupils a 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2005/2038/regulation/9/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2009/1564/made


curriculum that is similar in breadth and ambition to the national curriculum, including the requirements 
to teach English, mathematics, science, and religious education.
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Curriculum narrowing 

161. Ofsted’s research into the curriculum has shown that some schools narrow the curriculum 
available to pupils, particularly in key stages 2 and 3. Our research shows that this has a 
disproportionately negative effect on the most disadvantaged pupils.60 It is appropriate that, in key 
stage 1, teachers focus on ensuring that pupils are able to read, write and use mathematical 
knowledge, ideas and operations. From key stage 2 onwards and in secondary education, however, 
inspectors will expect to see a broad, rich curriculum. Inspectors will be particularly alert to signs of 
narrowing in the key stage 2 and 3 curriculums. If a school has shortened key stage 3, inspectors will 
look to see that the school has made provision to ensure that pupils still have the opportunity to study 
a broad range of subjects in Years 7 to 9. 

162. At the heart of an effective key stage 4 curriculum is a strong academic core: the EBacc. The 
government’s response to its EBacc consultation, published in July 2017, confirmed that the large 
majority of pupils should be expected to study the EBacc. It is therefore the government’s ambition that 
75% of Year 10 pupils in state-funded mainstream schools should be starting to study EBacc GCSE 
courses nationally by 2022 (taking their examinations in 2024), rising to 90% by 2025 (taking their 
examinations in 2027). It is important that inspectors understand what schools are doing to prepare for 
this to be achieved, and they should take those preparations into consideration when evaluating the 
intent of the school’s curriculum.

Ofsted and the new inspection framework:
Summary of key points, from Claire Clinton, RE Matters, adviser to Newham SACRE

Summary:
• revised framework to focus inspection on what children learn through the curriculum, rather 

than over-reliance on performance data
• proposals will call time on the culture of ‘teaching to the test’ and off-rolling
• new separate behaviour judgement to give parents reassurance that behaviour is good
• most evidence-based, research-informed and tested framework in Ofsted’s 26-year history
• Ofsted will look at how a nursery, school, college or other provider’s results have been achieved 

– whether they are the result of broad and rich learning, or gaming and cramming.
New ‘quality of education’ judgement 

• This judgement will have the curriculum at its heart. It replaces the ‘quality of teaching, learning 
and assessment’ and ‘outcomes’ judgements from the current framework. 

What will inspectors look at? 
• The extent to which your curriculum sets out the knowledge and skills pupils will gain at each 

stage (intent) 
• The way you teach and assess your selected curriculum, to support pupils to build their 

knowledge and to apply that knowledge as skills (implementation) 
• The outcomes pupils achieve as a result of the education they’ve received (impact) See 

paragraph 155 of the draft inspection handbook for maintained schools and academies. 
Inspectors will: 

• Gather direct evidence of quality of education in your school 
• Have meaningful discussions with you about how you know the curriculum is having an impact 
• Ask you to explain: - Why you’ve decided to collect the assessment information you collect - 

What you’re drawing from this information - How that informs your curriculum and teaching 
What’s staying the same? 


